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Programme

Online disinformation: an integrated view |
#1 Defining and Measuring Disinformation

Time: 6-7 May, 2019 
Venue: Aarhus Institute of Advanced Studies (AIAS), 
Høegh-Guldbergs Gade 6B, 8000 Aarhus C
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Registration and coffee

Welcome by Nikolaj Thomas Zinner (Deputy Director, AIAS) and Anja Bechmann (Director, 
DATALAB)

Keynote talk by Leon Derczynski: Automatic Detection of Fake News

Lunch

Michael Bossetta: Black Trolls Matter: Sockpuppetry as a Disinformation Tactic in the 2016 
US Election

Sander Andreas Schwartz & Eva Mayerhöffer: Antagonizing the public: how hyperpartisan 
media use antagonistic tactics to enhance virality and spread disinformation on Facebook 

Tobias Bornakke: Viral hate: How hate speech spread partisan messages

Rebekka Lykke Nørremark: Using unjustified accusations to ensure attention and 
spreadability

Discussion

Break

Keynote talk by Ben O’Loughlin: Strategic Narratives: Peacemaking through Visual Digital 
Diplomacy 

Opening of EU Center for Research in Social Media and Information Disorder (REMID) 

Reception & networking

Dinner at NO16 (Europaplads 16, 8000 Aarhus)

Monday May 6
09.30-10.00: 

10.00-10.30: 
 

10.30-11.30: 

11.30-12.30: 

Track 1: Hate speech, trolling and accusations as viral tactics (Moderated by Matteo Magnani)

12.30-12.50: 

12.50-13.10: 

13.10-13.30: 

13.30-13.50: 

13.50-14.20: 

14.20-14.45: 

14.45-15.45: 

15.45-16.00: 

16.00-17.30: 

18:30-21:30:
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Welcome

Keynote talk by Jennifer Stormer-Galley: Conspiracies as disinformation: Defining, 
measuring, and designing to mitigate conspiracy thinking

Break

Thomas Nygren, Mona Guath & Anton Axelsson Defining and Measuring Abilities to 
Debunk Disinformation among Swedish Adults 

Angelina Toursel & Philippe Useille: Defining an operational definition of disinformation 
through the fact-checking: toward a new epistemocratic order? 

Sophie Morosoli: Same Same, But different? A Systematic Literature Review of Online 
Disinformation from a Multidisciplinary Perspective

Elaine Yuan: The Platforms of Disinformation: The Case of Contraceptive Information on the 
Chinese Internet

Discussion

Lunch

Fabio Giglietto: Surfacing disinformation by analyzing divergent patterns of social media 
interactions 

Michael Bang Petersen: Craving for Chaos and the Sharing of Hostile Political Rumors 

Alexander Bor: Why so angry? Understanding hostility in online political discussions

Mathias Osmundsen: Who disseminates fake news on social media? Individual-level 
predictors of fake news sharing on Twitter 

Discussion

Break

Workshop: Disinformation Research Network

Tuesday May 7
09.15-09.30: 

09.30-10.30: 
 

10.30-10.50: 

Track 2: Defining and mapping the field of disinformation (Moderated by Oscar Westlund) 

10.50-11.10: 

11.10-11.30:
 

11.40-12.00: 

12.00-12.20: 

12.20-12.50: 

12.50-13.50: 

Track 3: Online Political News and Hostility (Moderated by Luca Rossi)

13.50-14.10: 

14.10-14.30:

14.30-14.50:

14.50-15.10: 

15.10-15.40: 

15.40-16.00: 

16.00-17.00:
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Keynote Speakers
Leon Derczynski
Leon Derczynski is Assistant Professor at the ITU University of Copenhagen where he has been working 
on online veracity since 2013, first with the EU FP7 Pheme project, which he co-authored while at the 
University of Sheffield, UK. His background is in artificial intelligence, in the field of Natural Language 
Processing. He has researched and led implementations of multi- lingual veracity detection systems in 
Europe, as well as founding the recurring RumourEval evaluation exercise in automatic estimation veracity 
of claims. 

Ben O’Loughlin
Ben O’Loughlin is Professor of International Relations and Co-Director of the New Political Communication 
Unit at Royal Holloway, University of London. Ben’s expertise is in the field of international political 
communication. He is Co-Editor of the Sage journal Media, War & Conflict, and since 2007 he has carried 
out a series of grant funded projects on media and security.

Jennifer Stromer-Galley
Jennifer Stromer-Galley is Professor in the School of Information Studies at Syracuse University and Director 
for the Center for Computational and Data Science. She has been studying “social media” since before it 
was called social media, studying online interaction and strategic communication in a variety of contexts, 
including political forums and online games. Her award-winning book, Presidential Campaigning in the 
Internet Age (Oxford University Press), provides a history of presidential campaigns as they have adopted 
and adapted to digital communication technologies.

Speakers
Michael Bossetta
Michael Bossetta is a political and data scientist at the University of Copenhagen where he specializes in 
new forms of political participation and campaigning through social media. His overarching research interest 
lies in how social media platforms affect the flow of political information and communication in 21st century 
democracy. 

Sander Andreas Schwartz
Sander Andreas Schwartz is assistant professor of communication at the Department of Communication 
and Arts, University of Roskilde. Sander studies political communication and citizen engagement on social 
media. He is also developing digital methods as a founder of the Digital Media Lab at Roskilde University. 

Eva Mayerhöffer
Eva Mayerhöffer is assistant professor of journalism at the Department of Communication and Arts, 
University of Roskilde, where she is also affiliated with the Center for News Research and the Digital Media 
Lab. She holds a PhD in political communication from Freie Universität Berlin. Her research focuses on 
journalism cultures, comparative media studies, media and populism, alternative media and the role of 
elites in political communication.

Tobias Bornakke
Tobias Bornakke is an analyst and researcher specialised in social data science and machine learning. His 
particular interest lies within exploring the potentials of new digital data. Tobias holds a Ph.D. in digital 
methods from the University of Copenhagen and is the co-founder of the cooperative agency Analyse & Tal 
in which he works as a partner.
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Rebekka Lykke Nørremark
Rebekka Lykke Nørremark is a PhD student at the Department of Comparative Literature and Rhetoric, 
School of Communication and Culture and the PhD Programme for Art, Literature and Cultural Studies. With 
a background in rhetorical studies, her research focuses on the forms and functions of informal accusatory 
rhetoric on online social media platforms and the way these differ from “offline accusations”. One of her 
interests involves tracking and mapping accusations as they are raised, spread and evolved across media 
platforms. 

Fabio Giglietto
Fabio Giglietto, PhD, is Associate Professor at the Department of Communication Sciences, Humanities 
and International Studies at the University of Urbino Carlo Bo. His main research interests are theory of 
information, communication, and society with a specific focus on the relationship between social systems 
and new technologies. On these topics, he has published extensively in journals such as the Journal of 
Communication, Information, Communication and Society, the Journal of Broadcasting and Electronic 
Media, Social Media + Society, and the International Journal of Communication.

Michael Bang Petersen 
Michael Bang Petersen is a Professor of political science at Aarhus University. His research focuses 
on the psychological underpinnings of political attitudes and behavior and, to this end, he draws on 
interdisciplinary theories from psychology, biology and anthropology. From this perspective, Michael 
Bang Petersen has investigated, among other topics, the psychology of partisanship, political violence, 
immigration attitudes and, more recently, online political hostility. He has published numerous publications 
in the best journals within political science and psychology and has received several awards including the 
Erik Eriksson award for early career achievements within the field of political psychology.

Alexander Bor
Alexander Bor is a Post Doc at the Department of Political Science, Aarhus University, Denmark. Broadly, his 
work focuses on how the evolved human mind navigates the political and social world. His PhD dissertation 
investigated the role of intentions and competence in political leader evaluations, relying on quantitative 
and experimental methods. Currently, he is working on a project investigating the causes and consequences 
of hostility in online political discussions. 

Mathias Osmundsen
Mathias Osmundsen is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Science, Aarhus University. 
His research draws on insights from political psychology to examine how political communication affects 
citizens’ policy opinions. He has published articles in both political science and psychology journals. He has 
recently become member of Research on Online Political Hostility (ROPH), a major interdisciplinary research 
project focusing on why and how online political hostility spread on social media platforms like Twitter and 
Facebook.

Thomas Nygren
Thomas Nygren is Associate Professor at the Department of Education, Uppsala University. His research 
interests focus on history education, the digital impact on education, critical thinking and human rights 
education. His previous research, conducted also at Umeå University and Stanford University, has been 
published in books and journals of history, education, media literacy, and digital humanities. Currently 
he is involved in projects concerning critical thinking in subject education and digital civic literacy against 
propaganda and fake news, funded by Vinnova and EU.
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Mona Guath
Mona Guath, PhD, is a researcher in cognitive psychology with focus on cognitive models and complex 
decision making in online environments. Her dissertation focused on how feedback and goal presentation 
can facilitate the cognitive processing of electricity consumption presented by a digital display. Presently, 
she is working in two projects: one that investigates how to induce people to choose more sustainable 
products when shopping online; the other investigates the cognitive constructs underlying the ability to 
assess credibility of online information.

Anton Axelsson
Anton Axelsson, PhD, is a researcher in Human-Computer Interaction with a research span from educational 
technology for young children to IT support systems in professional work domains. He has a B.Sc. in 
Information Architecture from Malmö School of Technology, an M.A. in Cognitive Science from Lund 
University, and a Ph.D. in Computer Science with a specialization in Human-Computer Interaction from 
Uppsala University. His research focus is on human reasoning in complex IT environments, studying how 
systems can be designed to support decision-making, problem solving, and learning.

Angelina Toursel 
Angelina Toursel is a Teaching and Research Assistant in information and communication sciences and 
PhD student at the DeVisu Laboratory (Visual and Urban Design, EA 2445) at the Université Polytechnique 
des Hauts-de-France. Graduate in Philosophy, she has teached philosophy. Her research deals with info-
communication phenomena, devices and digital media in topics such as the study of disinformation and 
fact checking practices, epistemology of information, philosophy of the media, media cultures, forms and 
writings of media information, innovation & journalism. 

Sophie Morosoli
Sophie Morosoli is a PhD candidate at the Department of Political Science at the University of Antwerp. 
Her research interests are political communication, comparative research, election campaigns and online 
disinformation. She is part of the joint research project with the University of Zurich: From Uniformed to 
Disinformed Citizens? – Comparing Western Information Environments.

Elaine Yuan
Elaine Yuan (Ph.D., Northwestern University) is an Associate Professor in Communication at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago. Dr. Yuan’s research focuses on how new and emerging forms of communication 
mediate various social institutions and relations. She has researched extensively on the subjects of network 
and mobile communication, social media, activism, and social change. Her more recent works examine 
issues of privacy, community, nationalism, activism, and online market as mediated social practices in China. 
Her critical cultural perspectives are empirically rooted in diverse and innovative research methods such as 
network analysis and big data approaches.

Program committee
Anja Bechmann
Anja Bechmann is Professor at the Department of Media and Journalism Studies at Aarhus University in 
Denmark where she serves as chair of the research program in Media, Communication and Society and 
as Director of DATALAB – Center for Digital Social Research. She conducts multidisciplinary research at the 
intersection between algorithms and media sociology entangling how meaning is created and subsequent 
action is pushed forward from large-scale digital human communication and behavioral data, and the 
challenge in doing so both theoretically, methodologically, regulatory and ethically.
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Matteo Magnani
Matteo Magnani is Associate Professor at Uppsala University, with previous jobs at the University of 
Bologna, the National Research Council in Italy and Aarhus University in Denmark, and he is the director of 
Uppsala Information Laboratory. Since 2011 Matteo Magnani has developed the area of multilayer network 
science, a sub-field of data science, and his results are described in his book “Multilayer Social Networks”, 
Cambridge University Press (2016), in several peer-reviewed publications, and implemented in the multinet 
R and C++ library. 

Luca Rossi
Luca Rossi is Associate Professor at IT University of Copenhagen. He has more than 10 years of experience in 
the field of computational methods for the social sciences. He is co-principal investigator of the FIRB project 
Information monitoring, propagation analysis and community detection in Social Network Sites funded by 
the Italian Ministry of University and Research (2011-2016); in the steering board of the DECIDIS strategic 
initiative at ITU; and in the ITU team for the EU H2020 project VIRT-EU Values and ethics in Innovation 
for Responsible Technology in Europe. He authored more than 40 publications in the area of social media 
studies and social networks.

Oscar Westlund
Oscar Westlund is Professor at the Department of Journalism and Media Studies at Oslo Metropolitan 
University, where he leads the OsloMet Digital Journalism Research Group. He holds secondary 
appointments at Volda University College and University of Gothenburg. Westlund specializes in journalism, 
media management and news media consumption for proprietary news media platforms such as news 
sites and mobile applications, as well as with regards to social media platforms non-proprietary to the news 
media. Westlund is the Editor-in-Chief of Digital Journalism, and has also guest edited special issues for a 
handful other leading international journals. He currently leads a research project called the epistemologies 
if digital news production, funded by the Swedish Foundation for Humanities and Social Sciences.


